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TREATMENT OF CROUP. 


[Mer Wakley has recently publish- 
ed an essay on croup, by Mr. Sur- 
geon Kemble, of Knowle, in War- 
wickshire, which contains some views 
peculiar to that practitiouer. His 


Success is represented to have been 


great. We offer below some ex- 
tracts from the essay referred to. 
They will be found particularly in- 
teresting at this season of the’ year, 
when diseases of this description are 
frequent. | 


In this district, from local causes, 


_the croup is unusually prevalent ; 


and it has fallen to my lot, partly 
from the success alluded to, to 
Witness more specimens than 
commenly occur to one person. 
We have also, at times, abdun- 
dance of bastard croup. It is un- 
necessary here to dwell upon the 
symptoms, which, under the name 
of the former, do, with the ordi- 
bary treatment, so often lead to 
a fatal termination; but there ean 
be no doubt, that, if activity of 
antinhlogistic practice’ aad 
prompt attention only were re- 
quisite, tha results would be far 
otherwise than they are reported 
to be, as there are very few in- 
antile maladies to the rapiility 


and danger of which the public. 


and the medical profession are 
more sensibly alive. Ihave been 


~ 
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induced to thiak that the fatality — 


in croup is mainly attributable to 
an erroneous pathology, and, con- 
sequently, to the misdirection of 
our attentions in the 
treatment ; and death appears to 
me to be produced, at least in 
the generality of instances, not 


by the systematic violence of the © 


peculiar pellicular inflammation, 


nor-by the often trifling quantity © 


of plastic effusion which attends 


‘it, but to be directly owing to the 


spasm which is obviously present, | 
and operative, at least, to a cer- 
tain extent, in every case. That 
the actual straitening of the oreal 
aperture by false membrane is 
not generally the cause of death, 
there cannot be much doubt. I 
have never witnessed an exami- 
nation after death by croup, 
where an opening has been left, 
such as to lead those present to 
think it adequate to the further 
prolongation of life ; and in the 
recorded eases of cynanche la- 
ryngea in adults, this circumstance 
is still more foretble, while it isa 
strong concurrent fact, repeatedly 
chserved, 
croun is in no Wise proportioned 
tothe extent of the tube affected, 
but rather correspondent to its 
these cases being most 
crievous, rapid, and fatal, in 
which the iflammatory process 


is developed directly upon the - 


apparatus for coftraction, Again, 


that inflammation in an open pas-. 
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save, lined by macous meabrano, 
and occasionally so limited as to 
leave but shght traces after 
death, should proceed rapidly to 
a fatal terminatioa, by its effects 
on the system, is unsupported by 
analory, and would be a very re- 
markable occurrence in the his- 
tory of disease. T am therefore 
ledto conclude, that the peculiar 
Coniplex Condition which we de- 
vominate tullaimmation, is not, in 
croup, the principal eause of 
death, 

‘lo preclude the admission of 
noxrtous bodies, nature has endow- 
ed the entrauce of the lungs with 
a degree of irritability, very ex- 
quisite, even in the healthiest 
state. A morbid increase, or 
exaltation of the natural irritabi- 
lity, accompanied with afilux 
(Whether Cause or consequence), 
-and the symptoms arising from 
these two slates, constitute in- 
flammation. Morbid irritability, 
occurring in the muscular and 
inusculo-ligameatous tissues, ex- 
hibits those phenomena of abnor- 
maloand irregular coutraction, 
Which we call spasm. Without 
Canvassing their speciiic nature 
and dillurence, or the reciprocal 
power of cach to produce the 
other in every case, tt is evident 
that spasm is of very frequent 
occurieace in textures immedi- 
ately subjaceut to an inflamed or- 
gan, or associated with it in office. 


Wheuever the mucous ling, or, 


other texture near the extremity 
of an open passage, is inflamed, 
the muscles connected with it, 
and particularly those subservient 
to its closure, are sure to partake 
of the spasmodic condition. Li- 
flammation of the urethra, tuflam- 


mation of the neck of the bladder, 
and abyeess in the vicinity of the 
rectum, are obvious examples ; 
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the accelera- 
sphincters, are 
excited to frequent and irregular 


and the jevator, 
lores, and the 


contractions. The natural and 
morbid irritability of .parts is, I 
believe, pretty generally, in a 
direct ratio to each other, exclu- 
sive of circumstances of situation. 

In the part attacked by the 
croup, the natural aptitude to 
contract every moment, for the 
purposes of self-preservation, ts 
much greater than in the rectum 
and urethra; the apparatus Is 
more complicated ; the function 
is vital. A bricf interruption, in 
the other cases but of litthe mo- 
ment, -is here, by the non-expan- 
sion of the great pulmonary re- 
ceptacle, an obstacle to the re- 
turn from the head; from that 
cause, an increased portion of the 
ascending current, unable to pe- 
netrate the cranium, is diverted, | 
by the superior laryngeal branche 
es, to the parts before oppressed; 
and thus the vellected  conse- 
quence of the contraction of the 
aperture of the glottis by a spasm, 
is to aggravate ils primary cause, 
-—a specific iuilammation of the 
mucous membrane 3 that seconda- 
ry @ilect is productive of stl 
further spasm, and, alter repeat- 
ed paroxysms, cach depressing 
still lower the vital power, ha- 
rassed by ineilectual cough, dis- 
tressed for breath, and laboring 
at the heart, the little subject is 
destroyed, ‘The immediate cause 
of death is a condition of the brain, 
which is inadequate to maintain 
the organic stimulation requisite 
for the continuance of those fune- 
tions which constitute visible lite; 
that state arises frum non-oxyge- 
nation, the non-performance of 
which, in the very last act, is 
perhaps mainly to be referred to 
the presence of mucus, and in 
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some degree, perhaps, to the pe- 
culiar effusion in the laryax and 
trachea.—From the preceding 
view it follows, that were. it pos- 
sible, by the maintenance of nar- 
cotization, by the free use of anti- 
spasmodics, or by their joint co- 
operation, to effect the removal 
of spasm, to prevent any vexation 


but that arjsing directly from the 


inflammatory process, its course 
-would be rendered milder, and it 
would probably *re-approach 
the nature of ‘the common ca- 
tarrhal affection, with which it 
always appears to commence. 
Time would be gained to estab- 
lish some control over the local 
action by the ordinary means; and, 
for tle removal or consolidation 


of applying. caustic to the fauces, 


freely trusted to her own re- 
sources. A trial of considerable 
magnitude has convinced me that 
this view is substantially correct. 
“The supposition of the important 


influence of spasm, derives con- - 


firmation from the success of the 
practice, which would be other- 
wise totally unaccountable. Lam 
of opinion, that all the worst 
symptoms of the malady are at- 
tributable to the spasm only ; that 
there is not anything, in the spe- 
cific nature of the action present, 
‘nor in the parts affected (except- 


ing their great readiness to take - 
on spasm), which should uecessa-° 


rily produce a very heavy mor- 
tality ; and [ feel satisfied that if, 
instead of combating inflammation, 
we resolutely, and from the com- 
mencement, address ourselves to 
subdue spasin, the termination of 
the great majority of the cases of 
croup will be far other than it 
has been. At all events, 1 can 
state distinctly, than in my hands 
the subjoined plan has been so 
remarkably fortunate, that 1 have 


scarcely secon a fatal case since it 
bas beeu adopted and it has been 
eqaally successtul in the hands of 
other persons at a distance, who 
have been apprisod of these 
facts. It. possesses the rare ad- 
vantage of making no iuroads upon 
tie palicul’s strength ; for have 
frequently seen a child play, and, 


to all appearance, as well as 


ever, on the third day, after hav- 
ing had all the symptoms of true 
croup.» Aud it may well be de- 
manded, Of how few children 
could that be said, if they were 
merely subjected to the ordinary 
treatment without any malady ? 
Bleeding ‘ freely” with leeches, 
and perhaps from the arm, blis- 
tering the surface of the neck, 


drastic purging, calomel by cart- 
loads, and antimony ‘¢ usque ad 
nauseam,’ are quite enough to 
exhaust the life of an irritable 
and. delicate infant. [ never 
bleed or blister a child in croup ; 
IT have never thought it requisite 


to do so, since I have adopted 


the plan alluded to, although such 
an auxiliary practice would be in 
no other respect incompatible, 
than as tending tp invalidate the 
generalstrength. The treatment 


allude to. consists in conlining 
-the child to a uniform and rather 


warm temperature, giving an 
emetic of ipecacuanha, aud, in 
an hour after, commencing the 
following wixture 


R. Rad. Valerian. Pulv. 
Oxymel Scille Zi. 
'Tiuct. Opii git. xx. 

Aq. Dists M. 


I adminigter a teaspoonful eve- 
ry hour, if the child is from two 
to five years old: if from five to 
eight, every five-and-forty 
nutes, so as to maintain the ano- 


| 
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dyne effect of opium, and the 
sub-nauseating, expectoraut, anu- 
spasmodic effects of the squill 
and valerian, until the symptoms 
are removed, which commiouly 
happeus ia ten or twelve hours, 
and which have never seen 
tracted beyond eight-and-forty. 
On their subsidence, | have, ta 
general, given a brisk dose of 
calomel amd jalap, 

This plau will also be found 
exceed igly eflicient in hooping 
cough; oad T ean state, that whea 
id is uncomplicated with tuber- 
cular d.vcase, have found my 
method nore certainly aud more 
specdil, of use thaa any of the 
numerous procedures which are 
usually secommended. 


Case of Curtilaginvus Structure of 
the Uleri in pregaait 
Woaca, requiriag dneision 
dhe Os Uleri to reader 
Deliv practicable, 


J. ALD., of Marietta, 
Vresic of the Diedical Society 


of Ohio, 


i was ¢ dled to visit Mere. S—-—, 
about tvelve miles from Marict- 
ta, while ia labor with her second 
child, consulfation with De. 
Lb She had thea suilerved 
more forty-cight hours with 
severe pains. Ou exaantination, 
{ found the os uteri about two 
juches within the os externum, 
and dilaiad tu the size of haifa 
dollar; but, instead of the soft 
and yicloing appearance usual at 
sich times, L was sarprisc!, to 
fiud it hard and rigid, aad appa- 
rently of a cartilaginous structure. 
‘The cervix uteri did vot, as usual, 
project :ato the vagina, but was 
eoutinuess then under- 
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stood tliat she had suffered very 
ereutly ia her former labor, and 
was at length delivered with in- 
struments. Much inflammation 
followed,. which resulted in a 
sloughing of a portion of the in- 
ternal parts of the: vagina, and 
probably a® portion of the cervix 
uteri; after which, adhesions took 
place in such manner as to obli- 
terate the projecting neck of the 
uterus. Dr. b. informed me 
that the os uteri had remained in 
the present state “for at least 
forty-eight hoars. 

We concluded to try the effect 
of copious bloodletting, which is 
oftentimes so ellicacious in pro- 
ducing a relaxation of the os ute- 
ri, though I expected but little 
benefit from the operation. 

We accordingly took, from a 
large orifice in the arm, about 
thirty-two ounces of blood, which 
produced considerable faintness, 
but not the slightest alteration in 
the state of the os uteri. 

in tube nican time, the woman 
become much exhausted in- 
deed, she had been for a long 
time in feeble lealth, and had 
heen supposed to be dropsical, | 

No hope now resatued of ef- 
fecting a delivery by ordinary 
Under these circum. 
stances, we concluded to make 
ineision. through the rigid: os 
uteri, sufficient to enable “us to 
deliver with the erotchet,  Ac- 
cordingly Po omade a longitudinal 
incision, of about one aud a half 
or tivo tuches in length, through 
the cartilaginous stracture of the 
cervix uteri, selecting that part 
which seeaed most rigid ; and, by 
using the erotchet, was enabled 
to bring dowa the child, which 
was small, and ia a half patrid 
state. No unusual hemorrhage 
occurred. ‘Phe placenta, howe- 
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ver, we could not deliver ; and 
after several ineffectual attempts, 
the cord having separated fvom 
it, and the woman becoming much 
exhausted, with laborious respi- 
ration | and other unfavorable 
symptoms, we concluded to leave 
her to repose, thinking that the 
placenta would probably be eject- 
ed by the action of the uterus, 


when‘it should recover from. its. 


present -exhaustion. The next 
morning she. was much recovers 
ed, and in the course of the day 
the placenta was expelled. ‘I'his 
woman afterward recovered with- 
out the occurrence of any very 
unfavorable symptoms. .. 

D his -caso exhibitss.the:danger 
of an incautions use of instruments 
in the practice of midwifery, as 
there can be no doubt that the 
sloughing and consequent adhe- 
sions which occurred subsequent 
to her former’ confinement, aad 


arisen from that. cause.— }Peslern 


Journ. of Med. and Phys. 


lil. 


CHEMICAL OBSERVATIONS AND ENPE- 


‘Por subsequent paragraphs em- 
brace a brief account of a series 
of analytical investigations, as 
carefully conducted as they were 
difficult in execution, on an arti- 
cle, the commercial and medical 
importance of which, as well as 
its almost universal consumption 
as a luxury, is too generally ap- 
png: to require Comment. 

may be readily inferred, that 
a knowledge of its coustilueut 
principles cannot fail to be de- 
sirable. No. complete analysis 
of tobacco, so fur as J have read, 
has ever appeared before the 
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public, excepting that of Vau- 
quclin, who mokes mention of 
ouly a few principles, ove of 
which, viz. starch, 1 do not find 
in that plant. 

The following principles, com- 
plex and multiplied as they are, 
all enter into the tissue of the 
leaf :— 

Guia. 

2.. Mucus, or a substance solu- 
ble i in water, as well as in spirit, 
and precipitable from either men- 
struum by subacetate of lead. 

3. 

4, Gallie acid. 

5. Chlorophyltia. 


6. Agreen pulverulent matter, 


_saluble. in. boiling. qvater, aud ‘sub- 


siding ou refriveration. 

1A yellow oil, evolving in 
conceutrated degree the peculiar 
odor, aud possessing the taste of 
‘Pobacco ; itis the polsonous prin- 
ciple af the leaf. 

8. A large quantity of light 
yellowish resin. 

9. Nicotin. 

When Tobacco leaves are 
treated, according to the popular 
formula for the development of 
Piperin, traces of a crystalline 
structure may be observed ; it is 
this substance alone, which, ac- 
cording to the received technology 
of English chemistry, should be 
called Nicotin. 

10. 'Pobacco, treated like opi- 
vin du Sertuerner’s process for 
obtaining morphia, yiclls a white 
substance, soluble in hot, but 
nearly insoluble in cold alcohol : 
whether this substance be strictly 
analogous to morphia, [ am not 
immediately prepared to assert. 

11. A fine orange red coloring 
matter, soluble in the acids alone: 
this substance, when obtained in 


a-solid form, possesses a bright 


red hue; depreciates before the 


. 
‘ 
‘ 
— 
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fire, and scems to enjoy neutral 
properties, 

12. Nicotia. 
‘There is not a more delusive 


term in modern chemistry, than 


Lignin : an analyst might be’ in- 
duced, by this term, to abandon 
his researches on vegetables, af- 
ter alcohol, ether and water, at 
all temperatures, had acted on 
them ; for, after digestion in these 
substances, plants are supposed 
to be exhausted of their princt- 
ples; yet nothing cana be more 
gratuifously asserted.  Quercia 
Was obtained from ouk bark thus 
depurated by ether, spirit and 
water. and ‘Tobacco leaves simi- 
Jarly treated, and forming what 
chemists would call Ligiin, af- 
forded a new alkali more strictly 
approximating to quercia in che- 
mical habitudes than to any other 
known salifiable base. 

Still Nicotia exists in a small 
quantity in the tafusion and de- 
coction of the leaves ; but it way 
be more readily developed by 
treating with sulphuric acid the 
‘Tobacco, well edulcorated with 
ether, alcohol and vater, and 
evaporating nearly to dryness. 

The crystals of the sulphate 
being carefully washed, may be 
decomposed Ly aqua ammonix, 
which, combining with the acid, 
precipitates Nicotia. 

This substauce does not appear 
to be susceptible of a crystalline 
form; it is of a dull yellowish- 
white color, tasteless, inodorous, 
plastic and pulverulent ; insoluble 
in ether, alcohol and water 3 so- 
luble in excess of acids, and de- 
composed by heat; all its salts 
are tasteless and insoluble, unless 
acid predominate, and may be 
veadily decomposed by ammonia. 
Sulphate of uicotia crystallizes 
in asteroid needles, which, under 


GANGRENOUS EROSION OF THE FACE. 


the microscope, assume the form 
of quadrangular prisms. It is 
soluble in water, and contains a 
slight excess of acid; a circum- 
stances which may serve: to. dis- 
tinguish it from quercia. 

Klydro-chlorate (muriate) of 
Nicotia is aggregated in stars, 
usually formed of from five to six 
crystals. 

Borate of Nicotia is white, in- 
soluble, and uncrystaliizable. 

The most diagnostic property 
of Nicotia, is perhaps ils entering 
into solution with the vegetable 
acids, without forming with them 
any crystalline compound.——Silli- 
man’s Journal. 


IV. 
EROSION OF THE FACE. 


the Mditor of the Boston Medical 
aud Surgical Journal. 


Dean Sin,—In your 43d and 48th 
Nos. (vol. 2),1 find communications 
from Drs. Brown and Merriman 
on the subject of ‘* Gangrnop- 
sis,” in Which they express some 
doubt as to the idiopathic or symp- 
tomatic character of this disease. 
The object of the cases which I 
have given below, is not to throw 
light on the theropia of the affec- 
tion, but to give some facts by 
Which its idiopathic character 
may be established. T have not 
enumerated the particular symp- 
toms, since Dr. Webber has, 
with little or no variation, describ- 
ed the character of all the cases 
which have fallen under my ob- 
servation. All the cases occur- 
red between the years and 
24, and between the months of 
July ‘und October. In each of 
these years, our autumnal dis- 
cases were epidemic. 


. 
| 
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Case Ast.-—William R., aged 
about 12 years, had been indis- 
posed for some time ; was. re- 


quested to visit him, and found - 


. he had been laboring under au- 
tumnal fever (anctus) ten days ; 
about six days previous to’ my 
visit, he had taken a dose of Sub- 
murias Hydr. as cathartic, 
since which his mouth had been 
very sore. On examination, I 
found, at the left ‘angle of the 
mouth, a black spot the size ofa 
hall-dime externally, and withiu 
mach larger, involving the gums 
and teeth, two of which he had 
taken out with his fingers (infer. 
canine, and bicuspid.) The fever 
had ceased. and, appetite .returnz 
and continually picking the dead 
parts from thesore. ‘There was, 
in this case, as well as some 
others, a mercurial breath, which 
remained till it was overcome by 
the intolerable fetor proceeding 
from the extensive and extending 
gangrene. Believing it to be a 
local disease, the usual antiseptic 
remedies were applied, without 
effect; the patient died in two 
days. Before death, the disease 
had destroyed the side of the 
nose, the lips, the left eye, the 
cheek, and the under part of the 
jaw. 


Cause 2d.—The second case 
was Jane McN., aged two years; 
was requested to visit her on ac- 
count of a sinall sore on the under 
lip, in the centre, the size of a 
large pea, which was black: and 
lifeless, extending through to the 
gums’; one of the incisors had 
fallen out. This had been a_pa- 
tient of mine about four weeks 

revious, under treatment for 
éx convulsiva (hoopiug cough), 
and was convalescent. ‘The gan- 


Nicholas N., aged six 


erenopsis was treated with gene- 
ral and local remedies, tonics and 
antiseptics ; but, after spreading 
and involving the whole mouth, 
chin and throat, terminated fatally 
in six days from the first attack. 
This patient had taken no mercu- 
rial preparation whatever ;—in 
the last part of the treatment for 
the previous discase, she had taken 
freely of a decoction of Scill. and 


Seneg. 


Case 3d.—The third case was 
years, 
healthy and vigorous. One week 
previous to the attack, I was re- 
quested to give him an emetic, 


_as he was Jaboring under symp- , 
ed, yet the patient was delirious; 


toms‘of the prevailing epidemic. 
Autim. ‘Tart. and Ipecac. were 
given. heard no more ull eight 
or nine days ;—his fever had been 
removed by the emetic, and he 
had improved for three or four 
days, when a black spot appeared 
on the cheek, directly over the 
opening of Steno’s duct, to which 
a variety of domestic remedies 
had been applied, to no effect; 
for the gangrene had attained the 
size of a dollar, and one of .the 
molar teeth had fallen out. Lo- 


cal and general treatment was 


pursued ; the strong mineral acids 
were applied in a diluted form, 
also given internally, and a blister 
applied over the diseased part ; 
but the patient sunk on the twelfth 
day. A part of the forehead, the 
eye, hose, ear, part of the mouth 
and throat, were occupied by the 
disease before death. 


Case 4th.—The fourth case 
was Mrs. D., aged 32 years, who 
had had an attack of fever of eight 


‘or ten days duration, which ters 
‘minated in convalescence. 


Dur- 
ing this illuess, she took ten grains 


of Submur. Llyd. and twenty of 
Pulv. Jalap. ‘This was all the 
mercurial medicine which was 
administered in her case, and this 
in ihe first twenty-four hours of 
the attack. ‘Twenty days after 
the calomel was given, was 
calied to prescribe for a soreness 
of the mouth, but, on a close exa- 
mination, could discover no ap- 
pearauce of disease ; the gums 
were not sivelled, the tongue was 
natural, and no tucrease of saliva. 
Prescribed astriugeut washes. A 
few days elapsed, and the mouth 
Wis again carefully examined. A 
shi ht appearance cf fulness in the 
rudf of the mouth, uader the pa- 
latine processes, was discovered; 
the surface of a teaden hue: on 
passing a probe close to the inci- 
sor teeth, the whole covering of 
the palate fell oa to the tongue, 
perfectly dead, but attached uear 
the uvala, leaving the bones de- 
nuged. The dead portion was 


removed as far back as possible 3 


the most vigorous means, by local 


and general applications, were 
immediately resorted to; stinu- 
lants and tonics were pleatifully 
used ; undiluted muriatic acid in- 
jected into the mouth, aud the 
parts washed frequently with a 
strong infusion of chamomile. Af- 
ter five days, the parts assumed 
a healthy appearauce, and in two 
months, the whole of the left 
musillary bone exfoliated and 
came away entire, Coutaining 
eight teeth of the left side, in- 
cluding the four incisors. Both 
palatine processes, azyzous pro- 
coss and floor of the autrum were 
eulire the bone separated supe- 
riorly at the lower edge of the 
infty. orbit. foram., leaving the 
floor of the orbit, the nasal pro- 
cess, malay bone, vomer and pa- 
lative bones, uninjured, separating 
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at the palatine suture; the alveoli 
and teeth of the opposite side 
sound:. In two months, the parts 
were healed and the patient 
cured. aflerwards bore a 


child, and in five or six years 


died of phihisis pulmonalis.* This 
patieut was strongly predisposed 
to scrofula, although there were 
no appearances of glandular dis- 
ease. The surface of the face 
was not injured, the uvala and 
velum sound, and the patient 
little or none disfigured. The 
soft parts withia the mouth had 
the same black appearance, smell, 
discharge, and phagadenic charac- 
ter, which attended the other 
cases. 


Case Sth.—The fifth case was 
Wm. L., aged three years, who 
was attacked in May with HK. 
rubeola, under which he suffered 
much. ‘Phis had hardly passed 
oil till bex couvulsiva set in, and 
coutinued violent till July, when 
cholera infantum made its. ap- 
pearance, and reduced thepaticnt 
very low. Ia the fore part of 
August, he appeared convales- 
cent. A few days after this, 
with his Gagervs he removed the. 
left infer. canine tooth: on exa- 
mination, a black spot had spread 


‘to the size of a quarter of a dol- 


lar, extcuding on to the lip ; local 
and general treatment, of the 
wiost Vigorous kind, was adopted. 
The disease continued to pro- 
gress, and in two days from the 
first appearance, had penetrated 
the lip ia a perfect circle, leav- 
ing the border of the’ mouth sound: 
the diseased part was removed 
with the scalpel, but in a few 
hours was found progressing ra- 


* Professor Caldwell, of Transylvania, 
in 1822, examined this bone, and belicy- 
cd it to be a scrofulous exfoliation. 


‘ 
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pilly, and destroyed the patient 
in ten days. . Before death, it 
extended from the left: ala of the 


nose to the angle of the jaw, down 


the neck aud over the whole chin, 
This patient had taken no calomel 
during his illness: in July, he 
made a free use of the aversion 


Case 6th.—The was 


fons G., aged two years, who had 
had cliolera infantum for two 
months, had taken smal! doses of 
calomel and was relieved, tlie 
appetite returning, When a black 
spot appeared around the taferior 
incisor teeth. ‘lhe usual reme- 


_wadies.were resorted dis- 
ease spread under the tongue, © 


down the neck, and destroyed the 
patient before there was any ap- 


DISEASES. 


pearance of the disease external- 
ly. After death, t@ was evident 
that the parts under the cutis of 
the neck were coopletely dis- 
organized. 


One other case occurred last 
week, but as il was not distinetly 
characterized, shall omit it. 
have been informed of four other 
Cases ju this section, bat am use 
wequalited with the particulars, 
except (hat recovered by 
the usual remedies, with a slight 
loss of substance in the cheek. 
Death followed immediately, on 
the vessels and nerves of the 
part becoming effected. There 
Was, in no case, lemorrhage. 

“Yours respectfully, 

G.S. B. Hemesrean, M.D. 

Portsmouth (Glia), 1839, 


“SKBYCHES OF PERIODICAL 


ERATURE, 


FRENCH TREATMENT OF INFLAM- 
MA'TION, 

WE were not a little amused, a few 
days since, in looking over an article 
in. the Revue Medicale, entitled T.c- 
The author commences 
_ by adverting to the strong prejudice 
which has existed, at certain pericds, 
aguinst emetic substances, and par- 
ticularly the tartarized antimony ; 
to the fact that this substance was at 
one time proscribed in France, and 


that it owed its return to favor 


the fortunate accident of being em- 
ployed in the case of some member 
of the royal family which terminated 
fuvorably, To prove that the ap- 
prehensions entertained of its action 
are unfounded, the author cites causes 
of large doses having been swallowed 
by mistake without fatal conse- 


quences, as well as the experiments 
performed by M. Magendie ani- 
mals, with correspendiae resaits, 
With these prelininearies are intro~ 
daccd two causes, which thor’ 
probably thought would otherwise 
of lis read- 
article 


have staggered the 


ers, in which the was pre- 
scribed in pacumonia to the extent 
of grain every hours—and the 
patieuts recovered. 
INPANVILE DISEASES. 
A more jateresting article, from the 
sume Journal, coulains an account 
of the practice of M. Gueysent in 
the Hospital des Enfants in Paris, 
Phe account is furnished by 
another physician, according to a 
practice by no means unusual, as it 


would seem, in that city, and which, 


~ 
. 
. 
. 
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ii the state of medical polities would 
permit, might no doubt be adopted 
with advaatage elsewhere. This 
hospital reecives patients at all ages 
from birth till sixteen, ‘They are 
visiied by Dr. 
months of the year, daring which 
time clinical lectures are delivered 
by him, which are said to be emi- 
neatly and instructive. 
Nearly all the diseases of adults oc- 
cur ia the practice of the hospital, 
but their relative frequency is of 
course very dillerent, ‘Thee most 
prevalent forms of inflammatory dis- 
eas. are stated to be stomatitis, an- 
gina, gastritis and mesenteritis, 
tesigual worms are often met with, 
but M. Guerseut does not find such 
il cifects to result from ‘their pre- 
sence, or such benefits to follow 
ther expulsion, as are stated by 


practical 


English and American practitioners. 
Those patients who come into the 
hospital without being vaccinated, 
recive vaccination before de- 
pariure, cases of smallpox 


occur there ; but these are very rare. - 


The diagnosis of the diseases of 
youug children who are unable to 
give any account of gheir own feel- 
ings, is confessedly a task of consi- 
durable delicacy. M. Guersent is 
said to have acquired, from the habit 
of seving and prescribing for this 
description of paticuts, a peculiarly 
nice tact of observation. Ie 


scl! conipares his practice, this 
respect, by a somewhat undignified 
siniie, io the veterinary; inasmuch 
as the subjects of both are dumb 
It is not stated whether 
the resemblance extends in any de- 
gree to the treatment, 


Guersent for three: 


‘ageuts, 
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The therapeutic plan adopted is 
very simple and cautious. Dr. G. 
belongs to the sceptic class in regard 
to the eflecis of medical treatment, 
and believes that a credit is often. 
given to rentcdies, ‘which is really 
duc to the sanative effects of nature, 
This is the lesson which he has 
learned from the accidents which 
have occurred in practice ; from the 
critical sweats supervening on sudo- 
rifics which were never swallowed 
by the patient, and the copious cva- 
cuations from diuretics which were 
only prescribed, Dr. G, regards the 
effects of remedies as, for the most 
part, Jimited to a small number of 
primitive medications, each of which’ 
may be produced by several different - 
When he administers me- 
dicine, therefore, as his views are 
usually limited to the production of 
these primary eficcts, the article is 
given in a decisive dose, and without 
combination, 


Among the discases of most fre- 
quent occurrence, is mentioned an 
epidemic catarrh or influenza, which 
sometimes invades at once all the 
inmates of the hospital. The fact that 
such a disease appears to be engen- 
dered within the walls of the insti- 
tution, induces him to suppose that 
children, when placed together in 
large numbérs, exert, through the 
medium of respiration, a peculiarly 
unfavorable influence on each other ; 
und that their chance of health is 
beiter- if dispersed among adulis, 
With regard to this point, it must be 
extremcly difficult to come to 
satisfactory conclusion, ‘The idea 
is an ingenious oue, and deserves 
at least an atteutive consideration, 


‘ ; 


. 


“COLD APPLICATIONS IN 


To a practitioner engaged in the 
treatment of infantile diseases, loop- 
ing. cough ig a malady of peculiar i in- 
terest. Dr, G. regards it, iv its se- 
verer forms, as a complicated aflec- 
tion, extending from the fauces to 
the brouchiz and the lungs; as al- 
ways having something of a nervous 
or spasmodic character, but never 
existing independently of inflamma- 
tion. Ile recommends ;,emetics in 
the first stage, but condemns their 
use at a later period. Vesication | is 
of doubtful utility, as its continucd 
use tends to mdjntain febrile _excite- 


ment. Tho bath, pure air and re- 
dict, are the. principal 


dies to be relied on. 


COLD APPLICATIONS IN UTERINE 
HEMORRHAGE, 

OA WRITER ina late German jour nal 

condemns ‘the use of cold’ injections 
when hemorrhage occurs after deli- 
very, and asserts that this practice is 
frequently followed by uterine or 
peritoneal inflammation, As a safe 
and efiectual substitute, the writer 


recommends. the application of cold. 


~ water or ice. to the abdominal sur- 
face. We are by no means so well 
assured that the latter plan is to be 
always adopted with safety, Tu our 


own practice, we have seldom em- 


ployed it when it was not followed, 


in a greater or less degree, by the. 


consequences above alluded to. That 
it is often. necessary, it cannot be 
denied. A sudden and rapid he- 
morrhage is a very alarming occur- 
rence, and places the life af the pa- 
tient in.immediate hazard. Whate- 
ver means, therefore, will most 
specdily control it, must, under cer- 


lowed by hemorrhage. 
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fain circumstances, be resorted to, 
Bat it is true of this, as of many 
other evils, that a little prevention 
is worth a great deal of cure, Of 
many circumstances which influence — 
the occurrence of uterine hemor- 
rhage, one may be mentioned as de- 
serving more attention than is always 
given by young practitioners. ‘The 
circumstance we allude to is the ma- 
nagement of the placenta. It is 
thought by many practitioners, that 
where this is uot expelled during the 
first half hour from the birth, it 
should be delivered by the hand of 
the accoucheur. This operation, 
however, if not aided by the uterine 
contractions, is almost always Jol- 
It is said’ 
that the hand should be retained in 
the uterine cavity until it is, with the 
placenta, expelled by co :traction. 
But this rule cannot always be fol- 
lowed, and there are circumstances 
under which it would be crucl thus 
to protract the operation, in the 
case of actual adhesions, which con- 
stitule a separate and troublesome 
complication, the delivery” must be 
aided ; but where the cause of delay 
is the inactivity of the uterus, it is a 
question of some interest, what means 
may be devised of avoiding the ope- 
ration. We mentioned, in our Jast 
paper, that afier.a retention of hours 
and even days, we had found the 
administration of a cathartic to bring 
on expulsive contractions, This, 
however, would prove too tedious 
an expedicnt. Ina case of prema- 
ture labor which occurred to our- 
sclycs, the placenta was retained for 
nearly an hour, The state of the 
parts, and especially of the uterus 
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itselfj seemed to preclude the hope 
dose 
of ergot was adiministered, and the 
placenta was expelled. Whether 
the same treatment would be advis- 
able at the full time, we do not’ un- 
dertake to decide; but as the article 


of a mechanical delivery. 


yperaies by causing uterine contrac- 
ion, it would scem to promise great- 


or safety in regard to the occurrence: 


_ of bemorrhage than delivery by the 
hand. At least, we think it might 
be worth a tral. 

In the present number, we have 
wiserted a case of severe aud pro- 
sracted labor, reported in the West- 
orn Journal for January, in which it 
as necessary to make an incision 
the os ateril, which. was in a 
diseased state and nearly cartilagi- 
sous, in cider to effect delivery. 
athe case is curious and interesting 


GANGRENOPSIS.—-SPINAL DISTORTION. 


in this view, but we now refer to it 


with reference to the management of - 


the placenta, 
of the inefiectual attempts to remove 
this, we are left to conjecture, If 
they cousisted in pulling at the pla- 
centa by the cord, they might, per- 
haps, have better been omitted. The 
resolution which was adopted, howe- 
ver, was highly jadicivas, and the 
reflection which surgested it is well 
Tn fact, 
the placenta will ofien be retained 
at the close of a long and difficult 
labor, and -ander circumstances of 
great exhaustion. In this state of 
things, it may certainly sometimes 
be better to wait till the organ, tu 


deserving of consideration. 


common with the rest of the system, 
hias gained vivor, than to” incur 
any hazard by a precipitate inter- 
fesence. 


BOSTON, 'PURSDAY, PRERUARY 25, 1830. 
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Weare happy to find that the at- 
tention of the faculty is directed to 
tlie investigation of the nature, causes 
wud management of this alfllicting 
iialady. A remedy which has been 
used with some success in its local 
treatment, is the Peruvian Balsam. 
hy keeping the diseased part con- 
stantly covered with this substance, 
the progress of the crosion has ap- 
peared, in some cases, to be arrest- 
ed, whilst the internal administration 
of tonics enabled the system to rally 
its forces, and vanquish the disease. 
Every fact relating to this subject is 
valuable, and the reader will find 


several very interesting and impor- 
tant cases ably prescated in’ the pa- 
per of Di. Hempstead, which we this 


diy publish, 


SPINAL DISTORTION. 
M. Pravaz has published a work on 
the modes of distension proper to be 
used in distortions of the spinal co- 
Jumn, and described therein an ap- 
paratus he has contrived, whereby 
such extension may be safely and 
eflectually made,’ Active exercise 
enters into and forms a prominent 
part of the treatment of M, Pravaz, 
aud the cases in which he has sue- 
ceeded in diminishing such deformi- 
tics, have given to his plan and ap- 


What was the nature. 


. 


ARNOTT ON STUTTERING, 


paratus a great reputation in 
Tho Royal Academy ofM edicine 
appointed a commission to examine 
into the subject, who haye accorded 


toita ‘superiority over any licreto- 


fore proposed.—It does not appear 
that thé commission were apprised 
of the apparatus contrived by Mr. 
Casey, of NewYork, or that of Dr. 
Grigg, of this city, -The machine of 
the latter gentleman resembles that of 
M. Pravaz in an important feature, 
viz., the combination of exercise 
with the spinal extension, 


STUTTERING, 


Is describing this aficction, Dr, Good 


it to a spastic. action of the 


when not acted on by an energetic 
exercise of the will, do not obey the 
intentions of the speaker, but, con- 
tract irregularly, and emit. sounds: 
which. it'\'was_ not his intention to ut- 
ter. As an argument in favor of 
this explanation, he observes that in 
reading, in which the words are be- 
fore the speaker, and the attention 
strongly fixed on them, the stuiterer 
succeeds betier than ia speaking, 
where the freedom of ‘choice i in 
pression induces him to hesitate, and 
weakens his control over 
vocal powers. According to this 
theory, any circumstance which leads 
the stutterer to male a strong effort, 
which fixes his attention on “the ne- 
cessily of emitting certain sounds in 
succession, cuables him also. to stc- 
ceed, and for the time to overcome 
his infirmity. Dr. Arnott, in his 
late work on Physics, offers a simple 
explanation” of this phenomenon, 
By him it is attributed wholly to a 


. 


his own 


_ opportunity to close. 


the root of the tongue, 
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spasmodic closure of the glottis, ec- 
curring at short intervals, and making 
necessary anew ellort of the voice 
to re-open the passage. ‘The reme- 
dy, according to Dr. A., is to be 
found in keeping up a succession of 
sound from the threat, without any 
interval, su as to give the glottis no 
As'the theory, 
and the practice thus founded on it, 
ure entitled to the credit of consi- 
derable ingenuity, we add a part of 
the preface which contains it, in the 
author's own language. 


The most common case of  stut+ 
tering, however, is not, as has been 
almost universally believed, where 
the individual has a difficulty in res- 
_ pect to some particular letter or are 
“ticulation, by the disobedience, to 
the will or power of associ: ition, of 
the parts of the mouth which should 
form it, but where the spasmodic in- 
terruptiou occurs altogether belind 
or beyond the mouth, yiz. in the 
glottis, so as to affect all the articu- 
lations equally, ‘To a person igno- 
rant of anatomy, and therefore know- 
ing wot what or where the glottis is, 

may be sufficient explanation to 
say, that it is the slit or narrow 
opening at. the top of the windpipe, 
hy which the air passes to and from 
the lungs,—being situated just behind 
It is that 
which is felt to close suddenly in 
hiccough, arresting the ingress of 
air, aud that which closes, to prevent 
the egress of uir from the chest ofa 
person lifting a heavy weight, or 
making any straining exertion : it is 
that also, by the repeated shutung 
of which, a person divides the sound 
in pronouncing several times, in dis- 
tinet and vapid succession, any vow- 
el, usp,o0,0,0, Now the glottis, 
during common speech, ueed never 
be closed 3 anda stutterer is instantly 
curcd if, by having his attention 
properly directed to it, he can keep 


‘ 
. 
. 
‘ 
> 
‘ 
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it open. Tiad the edges or thin lips 
of the glottis been visible, like the 
external lips of the mouth, the nature 
cf stuttering would uot so long have 
remained a mystery, and the eilort 
necessary to the cure would have 
fuiced itselé upon the attention. of 
the most carcless observer but be- 
cause hidden, and) professional mea 
had not detected in how far they 
were concerned, and the patient 
himself had only a vague feeling of 
some ditliculty, which, after strain- 
inv, grimace, gesticulatiou, and some- 
times almost general convulsion of 
the body, gave way, the uncertainty 
with respect ta the subject has re- 
mained, many persons who, 
by attention and much labor, had 
overcome the defect in themselves, 
as Demosthenes did, have not been 
able to describe to others the nature 
of their efforts, so as to ensure iei- 
tations and the author doubts much 


whether the quacks who have suc. 


ceeded in relieving many cases, but 
in many also have failed, or have 
given only temporary relief, really 
vuderstood what precise end, in the 
action of the organs, their imperfect 
directions were accomplishing, 

Now a. statterer, understanding 
of anatomy ouly what is stated above, 
will comprehead what he is to aim 
at, by being farther told, that when 
any sound is continuing, as when he 
is humming a single nete or a tune, 
the glottis is necessarily open, and 
therefore, that when he chooses to 
begin pronouacing or droning any 
simple suund, as the e of the English 
word berry (to do which at ouce no 
stutterer has difliculty), he thereby 
opens the glottis, and renders the 
prouunciation of any other sound 
easy. If then, in speaking or read- 
ing, he joins his words together, as 
if each phrase formed but one long 
word, or nearly as a person joins 
them in singing (and this may be 
done without its being at all noted as 
a peculiarity of speech, for all per- 
sous do it more or less ia their ordi- 
nary conversation), the voice never 
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stops, the glottis never closes, aud 
there is of course no stutter, 

The view given above of the 
nature of stuttering and iis cure, ex- 
plains the following facts, which’ to, 
many persons have hitherto appears 
ed extraordinary, Stutterers often 
can sing well, and without the least 
interraption,—lor the tune being 
continued, the glotkis does not close. 
Many stutierers also can read poetry 
well, or any declamatory compusi- 
tionjin which the aninterrapted tose 
is alinostas remarkable as in singing. 
The’ cause of stuttering being so 
simple as above described, one rule 
given and explained may, in’ certain 
cases, instantly cure the defect, how- 


ever aggravated, as has been observ- 


ed in not a few instances; and this 
explains also why an ignorant pre- 
tender may occasionally succeed in 
curing, by giving a rule of which he 
knows not the reason, and which he 
cannot modify to the peculiarities ef 
other cases, ‘The same view of the 
subject explains why the speech of 
the statterer has been correctly com- 
pared to the escape of liquid from a 
bottle with a loug narrow neck,— 
coming, “ either as a hurried gush, 
or not atall;”? for when the glottis 
is Once opened, aud the stulterer 
feels that ie has the power of uiter- 
ance, he is glad to hurry out as many 
words as he can, before the inter- 
ruption again occurs. 


A VILLAGE LIGUTED BY NATURAL GAS. 
Yue village of Fredonia, in the 
western part of the state of New- 
York, presents this singular pheno- 
menon, I was detained there a day 
in October of last year, and had an 
opportunity of examining it at leisure, 
The village is forty miles from Buf- 
falo, and about two from lake Erie ; 


small but rapid stream, called the 


Canadaway, passes through it, and 
aficr turning several mills, discharges 
itself into the lake below: near the 


mouth is a small harbor with a light 
While remoying an old mill 


house. 
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which stood partly over this stream 
in Fredonia, three years since, some 
bubbles were observed to break fre- 
quently from the water, and ou trial 
were found to be inflammable. . A 
company was formed, and a hole, an 
~ inch and a half in diameter, being 
bored through the rock,—a soft fetid 
limestone,—the gas left iis natural 
chanuel, and ascended through this. 
gazometer was then constructed, 
with a small louse for its protection, 
and pipes being laid, the gas is con- 
veyed through the whole village. 
. One hundred lights are fed from it 
more or less, at an expense of one 
dollar and a half yearly for each. 
The flame is large, but not so strong 
or brilliant as that from gas in our 
cities: it is however in high favor 
with the inhabitants. The gazome- 


ter I found, on measurement, col- - 


lected feet » in 
twelve hours during the day: but the 
man who has charge of it told me 
that more might be procured with a 
larger apparatus, About a mile from 
the village, and in the same stream, 
it comes up in quantities four or five 
times as great. The contractor for 
the light house purchased the right 
to it, and laid pipes to the lake, bat 
found it impossible to make it de- 
scend, the difference in elevation be- 
ing very great. Lt preferred its old 
natural channels, and bubbled up be- 
yond the reach of his gazometer. 
The is carburetted hydrogen, 
and is supposed to cone from beds 
of bituminous coal: the only rock 
visible, however, both here, and to a 
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great extent on both sides, along the 
southern shore of the Jake, is fetid 
limestone.—- Journal, 


Godman’s Myology.—Dr. Johw . 
D. Godman, of Philadelphia, is 
now publishing a work entitled 
Biements of Myology. Tt is to 
comtain, handsomely exceuted, plates 
of the muscles, “on a plan hercto- 
fore unknown in this country.” 
lustrations of the subject will be 
drawn from) comparative avatomy 
and physiology ; and from the known 
ability and professional learning of 
Dr. G., we may anticipate, in this 
production, a valuable accession to 
our means of acquiring anatomical 
knowledge. 


Lymphatics.—A morbid specimen 
has been presented to the French 
Academy in which the lymphatic 
vessels were greatly enlarged. Some 
are said to be as large as a man’s 
finger, and the thoracic duct the size 
of a candle, 


Medical Students in Philadelphia. 
— There are 39-1 students iu tae me- 
dical department of the University 
of Pennsylvania. 

fuusus Nature,—We understand 
that a chill was recently born 
neighboriag town, with the unusual 
malformation of a double tougue, 
The most melancholy circumstance 
auiending the case is that the child is 
a female. 


WEREKLY REPORT OF DEATHS UN BOSTON, ENDING PeBRUARY 13, 


_ Date.|Sex. | Disease. 
Feb. 6.:M. 19 mo|croup 
M. 2 yrs |meastes 
23 childbed 
M.3 bursting of bloodvessel 
M.23 — {disorder on the brain 
 junknown 
mo measles 
‘db yrs palsy 
F.'39° | consumption 
jcancer 
M.'70 age 
do. | 
M.'30 | consumption 
leolic 


Date. Sex.jAge.[ 


Disease. 


24 yrsiconsumption 
do, 
94 old age 
 junknown 
intemperance 
10.)M..8 ino jdropsy on the brain 
yrs (burn 
jconsumption 
bursting bloodvessel 
junknown 
mollung fever 


1 
| byrsidropsy on the chest 


42 unknown 


Males, 13,—Yemales, Lf. ‘Total, 27. 
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WZ UST published, and for sale, by CA R- 

69 TER An 
Jissay oa the Production and: Propagation 
of this Poison. By Joan McCunnoca, 
M.D. FAR.S., Ke. 

An Essay | on the Disenscs of the Inter- 
nal Far. By I. A. Sarssz, M.D. Trans- 
Jated from the French, by Natraan R, 
Smita, M.D., Professor of Surgery in the 
University: of. Maryland; with a Supple- 


ment on Diseases of the External Ear, by - 


the Translator. 

Observations on the U tility and Adint= 
nistration of Purgative Medicines, in seve- 
ral Diseases... By James M. 
D., Fellow: of the Royal College of Phy« 
sicians, &c. Nc. From. the Fisth Edin- 
burgh Edition. 


- MEMORIA MEDICA: 
rps day. published by CARTER & 
HENDEE,’ corner of... Washington 
and School Streets, Memoria Medica,—a 
Medical, Common-place Book,—with an 


alphabetical Index of the most common | 


terms occurring: in practice. Carefully: 
selected and. arranged by a Fellow.of the 
Massachusetts Medical Society... 


From Dr. James Jackson, Professor of the 


Theory and Practice of meeeias in 

Harvard University. | 
Gentlemen,—I have examlecd: the New 
moria Medica” which yousentto me. I 
think the plan of it very excellent, and 
that it will be found highly useful to prac 
titioners and students of medicine. I 
have. never believed that a voluminous 
common-place bouk can be-very benefi- 
cial to any man, unless he means to be- 
come anfauthor. “Gut on the other hand, 
every one. will find an advantage in keepe: 
ing a common-place bool in which he 
may Notice the detached facts. which 
come under his noiice, and which are 
likely soon to be lost from his memery.. 


‘The book you have prepared will be found | 


well adapted for ilis purpose by medical 
men, and will be more likely to be used 
by those who procure it than a commoz 
blank book, because all the labor of are 
rangement is saved. » 
Iam, gentlemen, your obedient servant: 
| JAMES JAcKsoN. 


ADVERTISEMENTS... 


From Dr. Walter Channing, Professor of 
Ohstettics and Medical Jurisprudence 
in Harvard University. 

I have examined the Medical Common 

place Book which was left with your note 

this evening, and with pleasure oifer you 

mi ¥ ‘thanks | for the publication of so useful 

avolume. Every practitioner of medicine : 

will agree with the remarks in the preface 

on ‘the inconveniences and absolute lose . 

of what is very useful, which result from 

depending. soiely on the memory. Not. 
unfrequently it happens that some. parti- 
cular prescription is peculiarly suited to — 
an individual. Some time paszes, and an 


occasion again arises. in which we believe 
that the same medicine might be equally - 


beneficial ;- what it was, ~ however; has 
wholly, escaped us; and though something 
else may be equally useful, still. some ree 
gret may: be felt, at least. by the patient, 


that what has been found beneficial can- 
_ not again be at once resorted to.” 
object to an artificial method of preserv-. 
ing, for such and other uses, what may 

safely trusted to the-memory, if that 
faculty. be faithfully cultivated... 
willing to admit-that there isforce in this: 


Some 


objection ; but it is a simple question of 


fact only we have to consider. If it be 


‘true that there is much lost to the’ indivi- 
dual,-and certainly much more to the - 
profession, by trusting entirely to the me- 
mory, the occasional use of the Common- | 


place Book for the preservation of what 


is truly valuable, has all the recommen- 


dation it needs. For such purposes, viz., 
forthe registering of cases the most rare, 
and the frequent, if important, epidemics, 
prescriptions, &c., your Memona Medica 
pong to be very useful; and for these 

it well deserves to be recommended to. 
Students attending hospital 
practice will find it very valuable. [ts 
tables of names are very full, and under 
references very easy. I cannot but. hope 
it will get into general use... © 


Dec. 8. 


AN ENGRAVING, 

EPRESENTING the Perfect and Ime . 

perfect Cow Pox and the Chicken 

Vox, during their course, by J. D. Fisher, 

M.D. This day published and for sale 

by CARTER & HENDEE, cor. of Wash- 
ington and School sts. Price 62 1-2 cts. 
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